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Monday 13 April 2026
Dear Parent / Carer,
RE: Update on School Policy for Mobile Phones from September 2026

Over the past year, we have hosted two parent workshops on digital safety, focusing specifically on the impact of smartphone use on young children. Last term, we consulted with you regarding proposed changes to our policy for pupils in Years 5 and 6, as well as smartphone use by adults on our school site.

I would like to thank the 45 parents and carers who responded to our consultation. The feedback was overwhelmingly supportive of these changes. As shown in the attached detailed report, the results were clear:

· 100% supported a shared Digital Charter to outline expectations for children, parents, and the school.
· 97.8% supported a shift to basic / “brick” phones only for pupils on school premises.
· 95.7% supported a smartphone ban for adults while on the school playground.
· 
What is changing from September 2026?
To align with this feedback, we will implement the following updates to our mobile phone policy at the start of the next academic year:

· No Smartphones for Pupils: Smartphones will no longer be permitted on school premises.
· “Brick” Phones for Years 5 & 6: Pupils in Years 5 and 6 may only bring a basic (“brick”) phone if they are walking to or from school independently. A "brick" phone is defined as a device with basic call and text functionality, without internet access or an app store.
· Storage Procedures: All permitted basic phones must be handed in at the start of the day and collected at the end of the school day, as per current procedures.
· Smartphone-Free Playground: The school playground will become a smartphone-free zone for adults. We kindly request that parents keep phones in pockets or bags while on-site—avoiding calls, messaging, or internet use. New signage will be installed to remind visitors of this change.

Advance Notice & Rationale
We are sharing these updates now to ensure all families have sufficient time to prepare. We recognize that decisions regarding the purchase of a first mobile phone are often made well in advance of a child entering Year 5 or 6, and we hope this notice supports you in making informed choices.

This decision reflects our commitment to safeguarding and pupil wellbeing. Our goal is to ensure school remains a focused, distraction-free environment while aligning with national research regarding children’s mental health and social media. Furthermore, we believe it is our collective responsibility as adults to model healthy digital habits, which is why we are extending these expectations to the playground.

Next Steps
Over the coming months, we will finalise our Digital Charter and update all formal policy documentation. We will share further reminders before the summer break to ensure a smooth transition in September.

Thank you for your continued support in keeping our school community safe and focused.

Yours sincerely,
[image: ]
D Wallace
Headteacher
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